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habits of a plain soldier, and to the militarist policy which he
inherited he gave a more brutal form. 'No one ought to have
money but myself/ he is reported to have said, 'and I must have
it to give to the soldiers/ Actually, he raised the pay of the
legionaries from 500 to 750 denarii, with corresponding increases
for the other branches of the service (see below, p. 262).
This increase of fifty per cent, in the pay of the soldiers, along
with the frequent donatives with which Caracalla indulged them,
soon turned the surplus which Severus had left in the treasury into
a deficit. He followed his father's example of depreciating the
coinage. The weight of the aureus was reduced, and alongside the
denarius a new silver coin was put in circulation, the 'Antoni-
nianus/ which appears to have been rated as a double denarius,
though it weighed little more than a denarius and a half, and con-
tained no higher a proportion of pure metal than the older coin
now did (p. 262). Demands upon the rich and upon the cities for
aurum coronarium and other extraordinary contributions became
more frequent, and he increased the regular taxation, raising from
five to ten per cent, the duties on manumissions and inheritances,
and suppressing in the case of the latter the exception in favour of
near relatives1.
Since its imposition by Augustus the duty on inheritances had
been payable only by those who possessed the Roman citizenship.
According to Dio2, it was in order to increase the revenue from this
duty that the citizenship was extended by the 'Constitutio Anto-
niniana' of 212. Dio writes as if this conferred the citizenship
upon the whole of the free population then inhabiting the Empire,
but a mutilated text of a Greek translation of the edict mentions a
class of dediticii as being in some way excluded3. The retention of
the Latin term in a Greek version current in Egypt implies that
it had a recognized technical meaning, defining a political cate-,
gory not primarily Eastern. That there was such a category or
status is shown by the fact that the Lex Aelia Sentia of A.D. 4
(Vol. x, p. 433) placed certain freedmen 'dediticiorum numero/
A mark of this status was incapacity to rise to the citizenship, and
this disability, and the desire to maintain it, would account for
1  That these measures were not ineffective is shown by Dio's admission
(LXXX, 12, 2^ that at his death he left a large sum in the treasury.
2  LXXVHI, 9,4-5.
8 P. Giessen 40. Before the words %a>p[ta] r&v [8e]Sem/aW inl. 9 of the
papyrus there is a lacuna too long (19-22 letters) for any restoration to claim
more than a slight degree of probability. For the most recent attempt at a
restoration of the text see A. Wilhelm, Jmer. Journ. of Jrch xxxyin, 1934,
p. i*]<)sq. For the literature on this whole matter see the bibliography to
this chapter, B (<f).